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Farage’s right-hand man publishing book on how to launder money

Reform UK aide George Cottrell spent eight months in prison for wire fraud in 2016

610

Aristocrat nicknamed ‘Posh George’ has raised millions of pounds for Nigel Farage’s various political parties Credit: Steve

Finn/Alamy

James Warrington Media and Telecoms Editor. Luke Barr Assistant Business Editor

14 February 2026 2:02pm GMT

A key lieutenant of Nigel Farage is publishing a book outlining common methods

for laundering money.

George Cottrell, an aristocratic banker and convicted criminal, is the co-author

of a new book titled How to Launder Money, which is set to be published later
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this month.

The book is described as breaking down in “delicious detail” the mechanics of

money laundering, “not to enable wrongdoing but to illuminate it”.

Mr Cottrell, 32, is a close confidant of Mr Farage and a key figure in Reform UK.

He has previously helped to raise millions of pounds in funding for Mr Farage’s

parties, including Ukip and the Brexit Party.

Advertisement

The aide has repeatedly been photographed at the Reform leader’s side,

including after he was doused with a milkshake during a visit to Clacton-on-Sea.

Mr Cottrell, nicknamed “Posh George”, was born to an aristocratic family and

brought up in Mustique. His mother is a former model and one-time girlfriend of

the King, while his father attended Scottish boarding school Gordonstoun with

Andrew Mountbatten-Windsor.

Popular money laundering methods outlined by Mr Cottrell include a description

of how a local art dealer can serve as a “gateway” for party drugs and escorts.

Other techniques include harnessing crowdfunding sites to clean cash or

operating sham online merchants for semi-precious stones such as lapis lazuli

and tourmaline.

In one excerpt, the authors state: “Your success as a money launderer is that

everyone knows your ‘fake’ business failed.
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James Warrington Media and Telecoms Editor. Luke Barr Assistant Business Editor

“Generally, no one looks into a failed business, and since all of the money coming

in was to be laundered, you will not even have grumpy investors. Your failure is

your success.”

The book also provides a detailed account of how to forge gold by combining

tungsten with aluminium, and points to cryptocurrency as an effective vehicle

for money laundering.

However, the authors warn that using a scam cryptocurrency to launder money

is “from the start unwise”.

The book, co-written by Lawrence Burke Files, an American financial

investigator, argues that anti-money laundering laws are not working and that

the increased cost of compliance and regulation has been passed on to

consumers.

It calls for new anti-money laundering principles, including simpler regulation,

the designation of accountable individuals and graduated sanctions that would

limit first offenders to written warnings or fines.

In 2016, Mr Cottrell was arrested at the Republican National Convention on

charges including money laundering. He spent eight months in jail after

admitting to one charge of wire fraud, with a further 20 counts dropped as part of

a plea deal.

Mr Cottrell, who founded political consultancy Geostrategy last year, reportedly

lives in a luxurious coastal resort in Montenegro.

Join the conversation

Show 610 comments

The Telegraph values your comments but kindly requests all posts are on topic, constructive and respectful. Please review our

commenting policy.

Related Topics Nigel Farage, Crime, Fraud, Reform UK, Financial crime

License this content

2/17/26, 9:33 AM Farage’s right-hand man publishing book on how to launder money

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2026/02/14/nigel-farage-right-hand-man-publish-book-how-launder-money/ 3/8

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/j/ja-je/james-warrington/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/l/lu-lz/luke-barr/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/commenting-policy/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fbusiness%2F2026%2F02%2F14%2Fnigel-farage-right-hand-man-publish-book-how-launder-money%2F&text=Farage%E2%80%99s+right-hand+man+publishing+book+on+how+to+launder+money
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fbusiness%2F2026%2F02%2F14%2Fnigel-farage-right-hand-man-publish-book-how-launder-money%2F
https://wa.me/?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fbusiness%2F2026%2F02%2F14%2Fnigel-farage-right-hand-man-publish-book-how-launder-money%2F
mailto:?to=&subject=Farage%E2%80%99s+right-hand+man+publishing+book+on+how+to+launder+money&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fbusiness%2F2026%2F02%2F14%2Fnigel-farage-right-hand-man-publish-book-how-launder-money%2F
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/nigel-farage/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/crime/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/fraud/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/reform-uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/financial-crime/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/syndication/contact-us/


14 February 2026 2:02pm GMT

More stories

This alcoholic Oxford drop-out was ‘the best British novelist alive’. And you’ve

probably never heard of him

Britain’s Got Talent dancer killed herself after sex offence arrest

The BBC banned this profoundly shocking drama 50 years ago. You can see why

NHS contractor Palantir will suffer $200bn wipeout, says Big Short investor

Yes Minister returns to tackle dementia, trigger warnings and the woke brigade

AI isn’t magic. We’re just being taken for mugs

More from Business

2/17/26, 9:33 AM Farage’s right-hand man publishing book on how to launder money

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2026/02/14/nigel-farage-right-hand-man-publish-book-how-launder-money/ 4/8

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/books/non-fiction/henry-green-forgotten-modernist-novelist/?recomm_id=76de0e4e-410a-4e9c-b53b-11667554b91d
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2026/02/16/britains-got-talent-dancer-killed-herself-after-sex-offence/?recomm_id=76de0e4e-410a-4e9c-b53b-11667554b91d
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/tv/2026/02/10/bbc-brimstone-and-treacle/?recomm_id=76de0e4e-410a-4e9c-b53b-11667554b91d
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2026/02/13/nhs-palantir-suffer-200bn-wipeout-says-big-short-investor/?recomm_id=76de0e4e-410a-4e9c-b53b-11667554b91d
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/theatre/what-to-see/im-sorry-prime-minister-review-west-end/?recomm_id=76de0e4e-410a-4e9c-b53b-11667554b91d
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2026/02/16/markets-fooled-believe-ai-magic/?recomm_id=76de0e4e-410a-4e9c-b53b-11667554b91d


Miliband to ‘miss net zero targets unless he spends
extra £75bn’

Save

2/17/26, 9:33 AM Farage’s right-hand man publishing book on how to launder money

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2026/02/14/nigel-farage-right-hand-man-publish-book-how-launder-money/ 5/8

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2026/02/17/miliband-miss-net-zero-targets-unless-spends-extra-75bn/


More from The Telegraph

Brace for Trump’s brave new world of 1.7C global
warming

Markets City bets on rate cuts as unemployment soarsLIVE

Crippling energy prices show folly of Miliband’s California deal

Elon Musk bids to build swarms of drones for US military

Warner Bros gives Paramount a week to submit ‘best and final offer’

British computer maker soars on AI ‘meme stock’ craze

China unveils kung fu robots

Lessons from the botched Brown coup – don’t go
over the top alone

Producer of Apple TV series Tehran found dead in
hotel

Save

Save

Save

Save

Save

Save

Save

2/17/26, 9:33 AM Farage’s right-hand man publishing book on how to launder money

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2026/02/14/nigel-farage-right-hand-man-publish-book-how-launder-money/ 6/8

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2026/02/17/trump-is-pushing-the-world-closer-to-climate-catastrophe/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2026/02/17/unemployment-wages-uk-economy-ftse-100-markets/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2026/02/17/crippling-energy-prices-folly-ed-miliband-california/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2026/02/17/elon-musk-bids-to-build-swarms-of-drones-for-us-military/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2026/02/17/warner-bros-gives-paramount-a-week-to-submit-best-and-final/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2026/02/17/british-computer-maker-soars-on-ai-meme-stock-craze/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2026/02/17/china-unveils-humanoid-robots-that-can-do-kung-fu/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2026/02/10/lessons-from-botched-brown-coup-dont-go-over-top-alone/?recomm_id=76de0e4e-410a-4e9c-b53b-11667554b91d
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/world-news/2026/02/16/producer-of-apple-tv-series-tehran-found-dead-on-shoot/?recomm_id=76de0e4e-410a-4e9c-b53b-11667554b91d


Can’t get a girlfriend? Smash your face with a
hammer

Trans man ‘repeatedly assaulted girlfriend with
prosthetic penis’

Mamdani U-turns on campaign promise to help New
Yorkers pay rent

I’ve just turned 50. In my lifetime nearly everything
in Britain has got better

Follow us on:

Back to top  

Download the Telegraph App Recommended

Podcasts Syndication and Commissioning

Help Centre Betting

Branded Content NEW Privacy Policy

2/17/26, 9:33 AM Farage’s right-hand man publishing book on how to launder money

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2026/02/14/nigel-farage-right-hand-man-publish-book-how-launder-money/ 7/8

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/opinion/2026/02/14/cant-get-girlfriend-smash-face-with-hammer/?recomm_id=76de0e4e-410a-4e9c-b53b-11667554b91d
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2026/02/16/trans-man-repeatedly-assaulted-girlfriend-with-prosthetic/?recomm_id=76de0e4e-410a-4e9c-b53b-11667554b91d
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/us/politics/2026/02/13/mamdani-campaign-promise-new-york-rent/?recomm_id=76de0e4e-410a-4e9c-b53b-11667554b91d
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2026/02/16/nobody-optimistic-enough-about-britain/?recomm_id=76de0e4e-410a-4e9c-b53b-11667554b91d
https://www.facebook.com/TELEGRAPH.CO.UK/
https://www.instagram.com/telegraph/
https://twitter.com/@Telegraph
https://www.snapchat.com/discover/The_Telegraph/8148798159
https://www.linkedin.com/company/9053/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgLNge0xqQHWM5B5EFH9Cg
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/contact-us/download-app/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/recommended/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/podcasts/%20
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/syndication/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/contact-us/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/betting/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/branded-content/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/privacy-and-cookie-policy/


© Telegraph Media Group Holdings Limited 2026

Reader Prints Theatre Tickets

Careers About us

Announcements Guidelines

Terms & Conditions Newsletters

Crosswords Tax Strategy

Advertising terms Subscribe

Cryptic Crossword Modern Slavery

Subscription Terms & Conditions Gift Subscriptions

Plusword The Chelsea Magazine Company

Do Not Sell or Share My Personal Information About Ads

2/17/26, 9:33 AM Farage’s right-hand man publishing book on how to launder money

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2026/02/14/nigel-farage-right-hand-man-publish-book-how-launder-money/ 8/8

https://telegraph.newsprints.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/theatre/tickets/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/work-at-the-telegraph/
https://telegraphmediagroup.com/about-us/
https://announcement.telegraph.co.uk/announcements/index.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/editorial-and-commercial-guidelines/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/terms-and-conditions/
https://telegraph.co.uk/newsletters
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/puzzles/puzzle/crosswords/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/press-acquisitions-limited-tax-strategy-financial-year-2025/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/advertising-terms-and-conditions/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/customer/subscription/store/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/puzzles/puzzle/cryptic-crossword/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/modern-slavery-statement/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/contact-us/subscription-terms-conditions/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/customer/subscription/news/web/gift/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/puzzles/puzzle/plusword/
https://www.chelseamagazines.com/
javascript:void(0)
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/privacy-and-cookie-policy/#:~:text=About%20Ads%20and%20Tracking

